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What are my options after a lot is quar-

antined?  

Only with prior approval from DPR: 

1. You may dispose of the commodity on-site.

2. You may be allowed  to recondition the pro

duce to remove the illegal pesticides from

the produce, or dispose of the produce for

by-products.

3. You may transfer the quarantined lot of pro-
 duce to another location for disposal or re

 conditioning. 

You must contact DPR for additional require-

ments for the above options before moving 

quarantined produce. It is unlawful to move or 

disturb quarantined produce except under 

specific  DPR direction. FAC § 12603. Effec-

tive September 2022, moving or disturbing 

quarantined produce is subject to a $15,000 

fine. FAC § 12999.4.  

Can I appeal a finding that the produce has 

illegal residue?  

You have the right to appeal the result by writ-

ing to the DPR Director within three days of 

being notified of the result. FAC §12610 

Where can I get additional information 

about the samples and next steps? 

DPR contact information is on the back 

panel of this brochure. If you have addition-

al questions about your sample results or 

for other information about the residue mon-

itoring program, please contact the appro-

priate regional office or contact DPR head-

quarters. 



C alifornia Pesticide Residue 

Monitoring Program: Overview 

As part of the Department of Pesticide Regu-

lation’s (DPR) mission to protect human 

health, the California Pesticide Residue Mon-

itoring Program routinely samples and tests 

fresh, raw produce for illegal pesticide resi-

dues. 
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What to expect when DPR samples your 

business. 

On arrival at your business and prior to col-

lecting any samples, DPR residue program 

investigators will identify themselves  and 

request to speak to either the facility manag-

er or an on-site person in charge to explain 

the purpose of their visit. 

Residue program investigators will collect 

representative samples of different types of 

raw fruits and vegetables. In general, each 

sample is approximately 2lbs. of produce col-

lected from a single lot of produce.   

At your request, the investigator can collect a 

duplicate sample from the same lot; this du-

plicate sample will be left at the facility. You 

may have this sample independently tested 

at an approved facility, at your own expense.  

To link the sampled produce to the lot, inves-

tigators will take photographs of the sampled 

produce, containers, and identifying lot num-

bers and labels.  

What happens if illegal pesticide residues 

are found on a produce sample?  

If a produce sample has illegal residues a 

DPR representative will: 

1.  Notify you with the sample results. 

2. Inform you that it is illegal for this produce 

 to be packed, shipped, or sold. 

3. Quarantine any remaining containers from   

 the sampled lot still in your possession. 

 Quarantined produce cannot be moved 

 without prior approval by DPR. FAC §12603 

4. California Food and Agricultural Code 

§12581 (b) authorizes DPR to request pur-

chase and sales records. These records shall 

be provided to a DPR representative within 48 

hours of the request. Failure to provide the rec-

ords is subject to a $15,000 fine. FAC § 12999.4 

What are the samples tested for? 

DPR residue program staff send the samples 

to the California Department of Food and Ag-

riculture (CDFA) Laboratories for testing for  
 

over 500 different pesticides and pesticide 

breakdown products.  

DPR’s Pesticide Residue Monitoring Program 

enforces the pesticide residue tolerances set 

by the US Environmental Protection Agency 

(US EPA).  

It is illegal to pack, ship, or sell produce with 

pesticide residues above US EPA established 

tolerances or where no tolerances have been 

established. FAC §12671 

Where in California can DPR collect pro-

duce samples? 

California Food and Agricultural Code §12581 

(a) authorizes DPR to inspect and take samples 

of any produce grown, processed, packed, 

stored, shipped, transported, delivered for ship-

ment, or sold in the state. 

DPR collects produce samples throughout Cali-

fornia’s food supply chain including retail and 

wholesale markets, chain distribution centers, 

farmer’s markets, packing facilities, and cooling 

facilities.  

Businesses are randomly selected for routine 

sampling  to help achieve the ultimate goals of 

this program, making sure food sold within Cali-

fornia is safe to eat, and creating  a “level play-

ing field” by ensuring all businesses are follow-

ing the law.  
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