What are my options after a lot is quar-
antined?

Only with prior approval from DPR:

1. You may dispose of the commodity on-site.

2. You may be allowed to recondition the pro
duce to remove the illegal pesticides from
the produce, or dispose of the produce for
by-products.

3. You may transfer the quarantined lot of pro-
duce to another location for disposal or re

conditioning.

You must contact DPR for additional require-
ments for the above options before moving
quarantined produce. It is unlawful to move or
disturb quarantined produce except under
specific DPR direction. FAC § 12603. Effec-
tive September 2022, moving or disturbing
quarantined produce is subject to a $15,000
fine. FAC § 12999.4.

Can I appeal a finding that the produce has
illegal residue?

You have the right to appeal the result by writ-
ing to the DPR Director within three days of
being notified of the result. FAC §12610

Where can I get additional information
about the samples and next steps?

DPR contact information is on the back
panel of this brochure. If you have addition-
al questions about your sample results or
for other information about the residue mon-
itoring program, please contact the appro-
priate regional office or contact DPR head-
quarters.
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Sacramento Headquarters
3077 Fite Circle
Sacramento, CA 95827-1814
(916) 324-4100

Northern Regional Office (NRO)
3077 Fite Circle
Sacramento, CA 95827-1814
(916) 603-7700

Central Regional Office (CRO)
395 W. Spruce Avenue, Suite 103
Clovis, CA 93611-8706
(559) 297-3511

Southern Regional Office (SRO)
2 MacArthur Place, Suite 910
Santa Ana, CA 92707-5924
(714) 279-7690
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California Pesticide Residue
Monitoring Program: Overview

As part of the Department of Pesticide Regu-
lation’s (DPR) mission to protect human
health, the California Pesticide Residue Mon-
itoring Program routinely samples and tests
fresh, raw produce for illegal pesticide resi-
dues.

Where in California can DPR collect pro-
duce samples?

California Food and Agricultural Code §12581
(a) authorizes DPR to inspect and take samples
of any produce grown, processed, packed,
stored, shipped, transported, delivered for ship-
ment, or sold in the state.

DPR collects produce samples throughout Cali-
fornia’s food supply chain including retail and
wholesale markets, chain distribution centers,
farmer’s markets, packing facilities, and cooling
facilities.

Businesses are randomly selected for routine
sampling to help achieve the ultimate goals of
this program, making sure food sold within Cali-
fornia is safe to eat, and creating a “level play-
ing field” by ensuring all businesses are follow-
ing the law.

What to expect when DPR samples your
business.

On arrival at your business and prior to col-
lecting any samples, DPR residue program
investigators will identify themselves and
request to speak to either the facility manag-
er or an on-site person in charge to explain
the purpose of their visit.

Residue program investigators will collect
representative samples of different types of
raw fruits and vegetables. In general, each
sample is approximately 2Ibs. of produce col-
lected from a single lot of produce.

At your request, the investigator can collect a
duplicate sample from the same lot; this du-
plicate sample will be left at the facility. You
may have this sample independently tested
at an approved facility, at your own expense.

To link the sampled produce to the lot, inves-
tigators will take photographs of the sampled
produce, containers, and identifying lot num-

bers and labels. )

What are the samples tested for?

DPR residue program staff send the samples
to the California Department of Food and Ag-
riculture (CDFA) Laboratories for testing for
over 500 different pesticides and pesticide
breakdown products.

DPR’s Pesticide Residue Monitoring Program
enforces the pesticide residue tolerances set
by the US Environmental Protection Agency
(US EPA).

It is illegal to pack, ship, or sell produce with
pesticide residues above US EPA established
tolerances or where no tolerances have been
established. FAC §12671

What happens if illegal pesticide residues
are found on a produce sample?

If a produce sample has illegal residues a
DPR representative will:

1. Notify you with the sample results.

2. Inform you that it is illegal for this produce
to be packed, shipped, or sold.

3. Quarantine any remaining containers from
the sampled lot still in your possession.
Quarantined produce cannot be moved
without prior approval by DPR. FAC §12603

4. California Food and Agricultural Code
§12581 (b) authorizes DPR to request pur-
chase and sales records. These records shall
be provided to a DPR representative within 48
hours of the request. Failure to provide the rec-
ords is subject to a $15,000 fine. FAC § 12999.4






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		1 Trifold SamplingHandout- English  _ACS12222022.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



