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DPR Response to Detections in the 2021 Well Sampling Report

The 2021 Annual Well Sampling Report includes well sampling data from the
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) for
2020 and the United States Geological Survey (USGS) for 2019-2020. This infographic describes how
DPR will address the pesticide residues detected in California well water as identified in the report.

DPR Follows Five Major Steps to Protect Groundwater Through the
Pesticide Contamination Prevention Act (PCPA)
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The annual report describes DPR’s responses to the pesticide detections in groundwater.
A "pesticide" refers to either the active ingredient of a pesticide product or the
breakdown product (degradate) of an active ingredient. The responses to the 41
pesticides reported detected varies based on several factors.

DPR Evaluates All Reported Detections

DPR investigates detections further when these two factors are met:

The detection is a pesticide currently registered
for use in California.

The detection is above DPR’s screening level
currently set at 0.04 ppb.

DPR investigates these detections unless one of the following are true:

DPR formally reviewed the pesticide for potential risk

to human health and the detection is below the level
determined to pollute groundwater.

DPR enters all detections in the WIDB and documents all responses.

37 Pesticides Detected Did Not Require Further
Investigation or Mitigation

9 are chemicals not registered in California (e.g., detection
from legacy pesticide use or non-pesticidal use)

16 are below DPR’s screening level of 0.04 ppb

3 are at levels determined not to pollute groundwater

DPR is Conducting Further Investigation on
8 Detections of 4 Pesticides
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View DPR’s annual Well Sampling Reports at:
%



https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/index.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/grndwtr/gwp_id_gwpa.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/grndwtr/well_inventory_database/index.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/grndwtr/pcpa_review.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/grndwtr/imidacloprid.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/pubs/protocol/study328_protocol_fludioxonil.pdf
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/grndwtr/wellinv/wirmain.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/index.htm
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/grndwtr/well_inventory_database/index.htm
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